
Kerry Smith Agility Seminars
Friday - Sunday, March 8-10, 2019

Friday: Essential Skills & Problem Solving
Do you have questions about a specific skill or issue in the ring or in train-
ing? Here’s your chance to work on problem solving those issues and de-
veloping a plan to fix them. Depending on participant response, Kerry will 
help you with anything from how to handle common lines (serpentines, 
threadles, backsides, etc.), to teaching rock solid obstacle performance 
(contacts, weaves, jumping skills, etc.), to building motivation, focus, and 
drive, as well as verbal skills and tight turns. Young dogs welcome!

Saturday: Work Smarter, not Harder
Have you said “I can’t get there” or “I’m not fast enough”? This session 
will cover reading lines, using motion, and developing skills to improve 
distance and gain advantage on course whether you are handling ahead, 
laterally or behind. You will also learn how to improve the timing of your 
cues and use 3D visualization skills to get more speed out of your dog and 
build distance into your handling. We will also focus on mental aspects 
of agility, handler body awareness, and how to judge where you are on 
course so you are able to stay connected with your dog. Both young and 
experienced dogs are welcome!

Sunday: Read Between the Lines (Course Analysis)
This session will focus on course analysis and lines to find the clearest and 
fastest path for your dog. This is critical since understanding your dog’s 
line determines what crosses and techniques to use. Beyond that, we will 
also cover how to choose techniques that will bring out the most speed 
from your dog. For example, forced front crosses and German turns can 
create the same path, but one will be faster for some dogs and vice versa. 
Discussion and practice will also include personalized strategies and tech-
niques/drills to maximize your individual dogs’ needs and get the most 
out of your teammate.

KERRY SMITH
Kerry has a long history of teaching both 
people and animals. She has a M.Ed. and 
also trained and competed with horses be-
fore agility. In 2002, Kerry started competi-
tive obedience and agility with her difficult 
and strong-willed Dachshund Xena, and 
after working through much frustration, 
attained MACH5, multiple top 5 rankings, 
and 2 Invitationals. Since then, she has run 
and trained Cavaliers, terriers, Dobermans, 
Border Collies, and many other breeds. 
Kerry understands that not all dogs have 
the same drive, work ethic, and confidence, 
and teaches you how to best connect with 
your dog and put yourself in your dog’s 
place. 

Whether your goals are local, national, or 
international competition, her experienc-
es have given her the ability to adapt to 
each handler’s needs and wants. In 2018, 
her student Robin Terry and Novice A dog 
“Cassie” won AKC National Championships 
in the 20” class and also earned a spot on 
the 2018 EO team.

Some of Kerry’s accomplishments include:

• 2017, 2016 IFCS USA world team member
• 2017 WAO USA world team member
• 2017 US Open gold medalist
• 2015 Americas y el Caribe Agility Inter-
national – 4th overall large dog
• 2015 Cynosport 2x silver medalist (two 
different dogs)
• 2014 European Open USA team member
• 2014 FCI Agility World Championships 
short list
• 25+ medals at various regional events 
and tryouts

Kerry’s handling is primarily inspired by 
OMD methods. She has worked with top 
instructors including Jenny Damm, Marco 
Giavoni, Timo Liuhto, Tuulia Liuhto, Tobias 
Wurst, and Daniel Schroder, among 
others.

To register for a seminar, click HERE for a pre-registration questionnaire.
Maximum 8 working spots per day. Fees: $195 per day for working spots, $95 per 
day for auditing spots. Each day runs from 9 am–5 pm. 

For help with online registration, please contact dog.class.register@gmail.com. For 
further seminar information, contact Alice Wang at y.alicewang@gmail.com

Seminars at PCOTC ,  220 Ferris Avenue,  White Plains, NY     
www.pcotc.org                        914-269-8550

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVhblwmwDs12LePybsb8aSF0IAmTGEtIHRpvhBPA-NaeqiLw/viewform?fbzx=-5309485155882096633

